Morrissey Birthday Photograph at Salford Lads’ Club.

Will this charming man show up?

If not, it’s a great opportunity for all budding Morrissey look-alikes to strike a pose have a bit of fun and raise the profile of the Salford Lads Club regarded as the mecca for Smiths fans from all over the world….

The idea is to create a giant Moz lookalike photo taken by Stephen Wright. 

It’s a special event to coincide with Morrissey’s 50th Birthday and his 2 concerts in Manchester. 

We need great quiffs, cardigans, big girls blouses, in fact a whole range of Moz attire.

The big picture will take place at 2pm on Saturday 23trd May. Stephen will stay around until about 4pm to take photographs of any groups and individuals who may wish – just ask him!

He is travelling 400 miles and donating his labour as well as 2 framed limited edition SMITHS prints. 

The weekend will also be the first opportunity to see a new set of photographs by Stephen recording life inside Salford Lads Club in 2009, as well as various SMITHS photos taken in 1984 which featured in an exhibition at Urbis a couple of years ago.

Stephen spent two evenings at the club in January this year documenting some of the groups and volunteers who continue “To Brighten Young lives and Make good Citizens” 105 years after the club first opened.  

The exhibition will take place in the newly restored Edwardian Concert Hall, a project that has been supported the Central Salford Urban Regeneration Company.

Also on show in the Billiard Room will be an exhibition of photographs by Claire Biddles - 'Nobody Loves Us' which explore the relationship between Smiths fans and Morrissey's lyrics. Fans are pictured with placards, quoting Morrissey's lyrics in varying locations, mirroring the way fans relate to their own experiences through the songs of The Smiths. Claire is in her final year at Glasgow school of art 

Phil Gatenby and Craig Gill will be taking a doubledecker bus tour of all the Morrissey sights and the bus will call at the club from 1.15 till 2.15 when the big picture is taken. 

Stephen Wright is also shooting another special birthday earlier in the day

when Salford Lads Club set off on their annual camp holiday. It is 105 years since club members set off for the first camp in 1904. The group set off at 12.30 from outside the club. 

Plus of course there is the Smiths Room. 

Refreshments available, including Moz inspired cup cakes! Postcards, T shirts, Polo shirts and birthday badges. 

Salford Lads Club will be open Friday - Saturday and Sunday 12 – 4

For More information contact Leslie Holmes 

info@salfordladsclub.org.uk
mob. 07796496077

The Salford Lads Club is listed as “the best surviving example of a pre WW1 Lads Club in Britain and also the best surviving example of this rare from of social provision” The club, a registered charity has been in continuous use as a voluntary club since August 1903 and currently caters for over 250 young people each week for sports, arts and social activities.  The building contains  an original Edwardian concert hall, sports gym, boxing gym and billiards room. 

The Lads Club have retained a tradition of an annual camp holiday for 105 years. www.salfordladsclub.org.uk
Central Salford Urban Regeneration Company was established by Salford City Council, the Northwest Regional Development Agency and the national regeneration agency, English Partnerships (now the Homes and Communities Agency) in 2005 and is responsible for bringing about the transformation of Central Salford. 

An Urban Regeneration Company (URC) is a not-for-profit company set-up to attract investment and create prosperity in less wealthy areas. Different URCs across the country may achieve this in different ways. In Central Salford, the main job for the URC is to transform the local economy and opportunities for local people, make the area more attractive, radically improve its image and enhance Salford’s many public spaces and waterways.

For more information regarding the new Vision and Regeneration Framework for Central Salford visit: www.centralsalford.com
Stephen Wright first shot the Smiths as a fan and novice photographer in 1984 and was lucky to get to shoot the band several times, which lead to the opportunity of shooting them at the Salford Lads club in the winter of 1985.

The photograph of the Smiths used on the vinyl gatefold of the Queen is Dead album has become a classic image. It is part of the collections of both the National Portrait Gallery and the Manchester art gallery

Should you wish to use photos of either the Smiths or this event please contact Stephen direct on 07775 923 580 or stephen@wrightphoto.co.uk

